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Program Overview
Freestore Foodbank’s School Pantry program, modeled from a program of Feeding America, provides emergency food for food insecure students and families. The School Pantry program gives students and families a comfortable and trusted space to receive assistance and resources within the school building. 

A fully stocked food pantry located in the school allows teachers and school staff to send home snacks and meals with students and their families. The School Pantry program offers flexibility to both staff and students and allows each school to tailor their program to the needs of their community. The School Pantry program can operate as an emergency supply of food sent home with chronically hungry children and/or as regular food distribution site at the school for families in need. The program can operate in many ways, whether as a few shelves in an office, a small closet, or a room dedicated to the program.  Food can be picked up by students/families by appointment or at a designated distribution time. Partner staff will be able to decide if they will allow participants to choose the items they need for their household or pre-pack a bag of items for participants to take home. 
Application Summary: 

The purpose of this application is to solicit applications for the Freestore Foodbank’s School Pantry Program in all schools that serve students from Pre-K to 12 within the following counties:

· Adams
· Brown
· Clermont
· Clinton
· Hamilton
· Highland
· Pike
· Scioto
· Boone
· Bracken
· Campbell
· Gallatin
· Grant
· Kenton
· Mason
· Owen
· Pendleton
· Dearborn
· Ohio
· Switzerland
This application will cover the 2020-2021 school year. Participating School Pantry schools will be selected only from among schools responding to this application.  We receive a large number of applications each school year and we may not be able to accept all schools that apply based on our available resources. 

Why should my school participate? 

Nearly 80,000 children living in the 20 counties served by the Freestore Foodbank are food insecure, meaning they aren’t always sure where they will get their next meal.

Research shows what teachers and administrators already know all too well -- that hungry children are more likely to be absent from school
, lack focus and energy, and be vulnerable to illness
. Being hungry makes learning difficult. To find the level of child food insecurity in your county, go here:

http://www.feedingamerica.org/hunger-in-america/our-research/map-the-meal-gap/data-by-county-in-each-state.html
What is the cost for my school to participate in the School Pantry program?

This program is provided at NO COST to participating schools through Freestore Foodbank and generous donor support. Schools may not charge any fee to families for their participation.  

How does the School Pantry program work?

The School Pantry program is a partnership between the Freestore Foodbank and schools in our community.
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We know how busy you are. We strive to make the program as easy to administer as possible, while ensuring that food is safe, the needs of students/families are met and impact is maximized.   In order to receive and maintain status as a School Pantry site, we ask that our school partners:  

· Select a Coordinator and Alternate to implement the School Pantry program with the support of Freestore Foodbank’s Community Partnership Manager. 
· Participate in an onboarding meeting with the Community Partnership Manager.
· Obtain ServSafe Safe Food Handler Certification during two hour online course ($10 fee).
· Complete a one hour School pantry program training and quiz online.  
· Urban and suburban area schools should designate someone to receive the order “curb-side”, meaning to meet at a designated area at your school for the driver to deliver the order for designated site personnel to move into building and to secure area. 

· Rural area schools will need to designate someone to pick up orders from the drop site, a location designated by Freestore Foodbank for that county. 

· Designate a safe and secure storage area for the food (food must be stored off the floor and away from the wall)
· Identify hungry students at your school to enroll in the program.
· Set at least two distribution times per month for students/families to pick up items.
· Serve at least 25 families a month through the pantry.
· Participate in program evaluation through monthly stats report and provide testimonials of students, parents, and staff to Freestore Foodbank.
We’re in this together!

	FREESTORE FOODBANK
	SCHOOL PARTNERS

	Raises funds
	Identify students/families at risk of hunger

	Purchases nutritious food
	Receives order deliveries

	Delivers orders  
	Stores product in a designated secure location

	Analyzes impact and provides reports to funders and key stakeholders
	Keeps intake forms and completes monthly reports


By working together, we’re able to provide healthy and nutritious meals

 to food insecure students and their families in our communities.

Eligibility: 
We have found that the School Pantry Program works well for a variety of schools and grade levels.  Any schools serving students from grades Pre-Kindergarten to 12 is eligible to apply. 

There are a lot of food insecure children in our region. While we are working to feed them all, we are focusing our efforts on those schools with the highest need that show a commitment and ability to implement the School Pantry program successfully. We use the percentage of students qualifying for free/reduced cost (F/R) school lunch as an indication of need. Priority will be given to schools that meet the following levels for the current school year:

· Urban (City of Cincinnati, Newport and Covington): 70% F/R
· Rural/Suburban (all others): 50% F/R
Schools with a lower F/R rate than what is listed above are welcome to apply to the program as well, but should give detailed evidence of the need within their school.  Schools should have the ability to enroll a minimum of 25 students and their families into the program.  
Evaluation Criteria: 
Proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria.

	· Need:  
	As evidenced by free/reduced lunch statistics and additional support provided in proposal (for example number of students experiencing homelessness, limited food resources surrounding community, etc.).

	· Support of school administration: 
	School personnel at all levels should be committed to the success of the program.

	· Number of children and households served:
	As evidenced by school enrollment and other statistics.  Ability to serve 25 families a month.


	· School commitment to student support: 
	Thoughtful consideration of how the School Pantry program will be implemented and impact the school community. Other supportive services at the school or in partnership with other organizations.


	· Location:
	Location in a high need, low-resource area (as defined by Feeding America and supported by information supplied by school in proposal)

	· Availability of other resources:
	Some communities have other organizations, parent groups or churches providing food to students. Freestore Foodbank strives to collaborate and reduce duplication of resources, so if your school is already receiving food from another source please explain why your school needs School Pantry instead of or in addition to that program.



Timeline:  

October 16, 2019: Application released 
November 15, 2019: APPLICATIONS DUE 
January 2020: Follow up with sites who applied
April 2020: Follow up with sites who applied

June 2020: Follow up with sites who applied 
July-August 2020: Onboarding meetings with new sites
August 2020: Online trainings and paperwork with new and returning sites
September 2020: Program begins for 2020-2021 school year
For additional information or questions please contact Ann Viancourt, Community Partnership Manager, at 513-482-7295 or email aviancourt@freestorefoodbank.org 
Please submit applications electronically to aviancourt@freestorefoodbank.org  or by fax to 513-482-4504.  Mailed applications will not be accepted.  

This application will be rated based on the nature and completeness of answers provided. All information/fields are required.
Site Information 

	School/s Name/s:
	

	
	

	School Address:
	

	
	

	County: 
	

	

	Principal Name:
	

	Phone:
	

	E-Mail:
	

	
	

	Coordinator Name:
	

	Title:
	

	Phone:
	

	E-Mail:
	

	
	

	Alternate Name:
	

	Title:
	

	Phone:
	

	E-Mail:
	


Community and School Need 

	Number of Enrolled Students
	
	
	Grade Levels Served
	

	Free/Reduced Lunch Percentage
	
	
	Percentage of Homeless Students
	


1. Please share anecdotal evidence of need, including teacher or administrator comments or observations. 
2. Describe the community in which your school is located. Provide an overview of the needs of the community or neighborhood, and any conditions that demonstrate the need for the School Pantry program at your school. 

Participant Overview 

3. Please describe how you have been addressing hunger at your school up to this point and how participation in this program would impact your current efforts. 
4. Do you currently provide a program similar to School Pantry and receive funding from another source? Please detail how the Freestore Foodbank could help supplement your current support. 
5. Please describe any additional services/supports that your school provides to support students who may be food insecure. Check all that apply – if one is not listed please explain in “Other”
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· Afterschool meals (ex. Kids Cafe)


· LaSoupe


· Support from local churches/organizations


· Summer feeding program


· Children’s Hunger Alliance


· Holiday break food boxes 

6.  Please describe how you plan to distribute food to food insecure students and families through the school pantry program. Include details such as how students/families will be selected for participation, how students/families will be notified that the program is available, will you pre-box or allow client choice, will it be held before or after school or by appointment, how many hours, what types of foods.  

7. Please provide details on who would assist with the implementation of the school pantry program (staff, volunteers, etc.). 
8. Please describe who will be responsible for picking up the packs from the delivery location or “curbside” delivery (custodian, site coordinator, etc.). 
9. Please describe your proposed storage area for food: (must be in a temperature controlled environment, must be secure, and stored off the floor and away from wall). Please include pictures of your proposed area.
Additional Information

10. At times the media will want to do stories about our School Pantry sites and participants. Are you willing to work with the media during these instances? Are you willing to provide releases signed by parents and students for pictures? (Note: Not required for program participation.)
11.  About how many families from your school community do you envision utilizing the pantry?

12. Do you have the space to house a freezer, if offered? (Note: We offer both shelf-stable and frozen foods on our inventory.)
13.  Are you interested in having the pantry open for the summer, or would you prefer the school year only?
14. Please include any relevant comments regarding your interest and/or commitment to the School Pantry program that have not been addressed in previous questions. 

15. If you are applying for both the Power Pack and School Pantry Programs, please state your preferred program: 

By my signature, I commit my school to implementing the School Pantry program if selected for participation.
Signed (Principal):___________________________
Date: _________________ 

Signed (Coordinator):___________________________
Date: _________________ 
Backpack program


Relationship with neighboring pantries/soup kitchens


Free breakfast/lunch


Go Pantry


Other:  








� Murphy, Wehler, Pagano, Little, Kleinman and Jellinek (1998) Relationship Between Hunger and Psychosocial Functioning in Low-Income American Children. Journal of American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 37 (2), 163-170.


� Kirkpatrick, McIntyre, and Potestio (2010) Child hunger and long-term adverse consequences for health. Archive of Pediatric Adolescent Medicine, 164 (8), 754-762.
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